
1DECEMBER 2019   /    PANAMSPORTS.ORG



32 DECEMBER 2019   /    PANAMSPORTS.ORGPANAMSPORTS.ORG    /   DECEMBER 2019     

CO N T E N T /   D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 9

4. 
INTERVIEW WITH 
PANAM SPORTS 
PRESIDENT, 
NEVEN ILIC

7. 
NEW ATHLETE 
COMMISSION

8. 
THE LEGACY OF 
LIMA 2019

27. 
PANAM SPORTS 
AWARDS 
WINNERS

40. 
PANAM SPORTS 
LEGEND: 
CARL LEWIS

42. 
THE BEST PHOTO AND BEST 
MOMENTS OF LIMA 2019

44. 
CALI 2021 JUNIOR PAN 
AMERICAN GAMES

46. 
INTERVIEW WITH CHILEAN 
SPORTS MINISTER, CECILIA 
PEREZ

48. 
LUIS MEJIA:“CACSO MUST 
WORK WITH UNITY AND 
COLLABORATION”

49. 
QUIBDO, COLOMBIA: A 
DREAM COME TRUE

50. 
QATAR 2019 - ANOC 
WORLD BEACH GAMES AND 
GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

9.
DAY BY DAY
AT LIMA 2019



54 DECEMBER 2019   /    PANAMSPORTS.ORGPANAMSPORTS.ORG    /   DECEMBER 2019     

I N T E R V I E W

It was a major surprise when he realized that the infrastructure 
and facilities that had been promised with the bid, including the 
plans for the Pan American Village, did not  yet exist. He immedia-
tely met with Organizing Committee President Carlos Neuhaus, 
and together they made the courageous decision to face this 
challenge head on, working at full speed to prepare for the Ga-
mes and give athletes the best experience possible. 

“It crossed my mind that this challenge may be too difficult with 
such great responsibility on my shoulders as the President of 
Panam Sports. Our next Games were just two years away I saw no-
thing on my first visit, so of course I thought of the potential risks 
for our Organization. It was very troublesome,” recalls Ilic.

Now, four months have passed since Neven Ilic closed the XVI-
II Pan American Games by receiving thunderous applause and 
chants from more than the 40,000 sport fans in Peru’s National 
Stadium. The ovation was a sign of thanks for standing by Lima 
and trusting that they could host successful Games, as well as 
appreciation for the tremendous work by both Lima 2019 and 
Panam Sports to make these Games possible.

The impression left by Panam Sports President Neven Ilic in the city 
of Lima will be difficult for Peru to forget. He first visited the Peruvian 
capital in May 2017, just one week after his election as President and 
just two years and two months before the Lima 2019 Pan American 
Games began. But the story was just beginning... 

What is your summary of the 2019 Pan American 
Games?
It is one of the proudest moments of my life as a sports leader. We 
met all of the goals we set, and not only those that were realistic as 
many of our dreams also came true. Lima 2019 marked a milesto-
ne for sport in the Americas. The Games were of excellent quality 
in all areas and we are very satisfied. 

What impressed you the most during the Games?
Everything impressed me. Together with the Organizing Commi-
ttee, we were able to deliver extraordinary Games to the athletes. 
Our objective was to always focus on the details, with the idea be-
ing to ensure every aspect of the Games went well for the athletes 
and the public, and I think we were very close to that. 

More than 80 Pan American Records and 1 World Record. 
What is your opinion of the sporting level that was on 
display?
America is a very active and sporty continent that is also very suc-
cessful in nearly all sports. We have the best athletes in the world 
in many disciplines and that is exactly what we saw at these Pan 

American Games. The athletes absolutely 
met the standards of our Games and repea-
tedly showcased spectacular performances 
on their way to podium finishes and the 
weight of gold on their neck.

Were they really the best Pan 
American Games in history, or 
at least the best that you have 
witnessed?
For me, absolutely. I may be a little bias per-
haps because I shared the responsibility of 
these Games, but when I seethe success 
that we achieved, I feel these were the best 
Pan American Games in history. But I’m still 
being objective, because I’ve been to many 
Pan Am Games so considering all things, 
these Games were spectacular. 

To what do you think we should 
credit the success of the Games?
The very dedicated and joint effort between 
Panam Sports and the Organizing Commi-
ttee. The ability of COPAL and the Peruvian 
Government to meet each of the require-
ments we set for them, always maintaining 
good communication between all parties. 
We achieved everything thanks to incredi-
ble efforts of a lot of people, because no-
body thought that in just two years that we 
would be able to have Games at the incre-
dibly successful level that we witnessed. 

In terms of the organization, what 
aspects do you think should be 
improved or taken into account for 

Santiago 2023?
The bar that Lima has set is very high. The 
quality of the infrastructure will be very 
difficult to match. I believe Santiago also 
has a lot of positive qualities about the city, 
such as the transportation and the atmos-
phere of the city. But I don’t want to start 
making comparisons already. Every city 
should aim to host the Games to the best 
of their own abilities according to their 
own level of investment, economy and 
natural conditions, and I’m confident that 
Santiago will be able to do that. 

There are several programs for 
sports development in the region 
as a focus identified in the Panam 
Sports Strategic Plan. Given what 
we’ve seen at Lima 2019 and 
the noticeable improvement of 
several countries, do you think this 
objective is being met?
These are programs that have always 
been in our long-term plans and now we 
are starting to see the results. When we 
start giving NOCs more opportunities to 
train, develop and guide athletes, we will 
have more and more countries with better 
athletes which leads to better performan-
ce and therefore better results. We are very 
happy with everything that has improved 
throughout our continent and we want to 
continue to follow this path.

Twenty-one sports were qualifiers 
for the Olympic Games at Lima 2019. 

NEVEN ILIC: 
“LIMA 2019 IS A MILESTONE FOR 
SPORT IN THE AMERICAS”

“WE WANT 
ALL SPORTS AT 
SANTIAGO 2023 
TO BE QUALIFIERS 
FOR THE OLYMPIC 
GAMES”

The level of the athletes of the Ameri-
cas has not only been increased at the 
Pan American Games. Americas’ athle-
tes also left their mark at this year’s World 
Championships, showing the continent’s 
prowess in many sports across the globe. 
Look no further than Simone Bile’s domi-
nance in Gymnastics, the U.S. Swim team’s 
success, Brazil claiming the Men’s Volley-
ball World Championship, Argentina win-
ning both the Softball World Champions-
hip and a silver medal at the Basketball 
World Cup, and even down to the small is-
land of Grenada where the extraordinary 
Anderson Peters became not only the Pan 
American Champion in the Javelin, but 
now stands as the World Champion, just to 
name a few examples. 

How do you see sport in the 
Americas at this moment?
Sport will always have its elite class of 
athletes that are the best in the world. But 
if you’re thinking in the shoes of Panam 
Sports, you can’t just think about the elite. 
The idea is to think of ways to expand this 
elite base of athletes with the new gene-
ration of athletes among all of our NOCs. 
This is exactly why we have launched the 
first Junior Pan American Games in Cali, 
Colombia in 2021, which he hope will be a 
springboard for the next generation. 

2019: A YEAR OF 
SUCCESS

What is you and your Executive 
Committee’s goal for Santiago 
2023?
We want all sports at Santiago 2023 to be 
qualifiers for the Olympic Games. I don’t 
know if we’re going to achieve this, but 
we are already working to arrive at a point 
where we can meet with each Internatio-
nal Federation to negotiate and convince 
them how beneficial it would be for all of 
us it were so. 
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WHAT THE FUTURE HOLDS
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It is known that the reality of some Latin American countries is 
not always the best. Some political and social crises have come 
to the forefront in recent weeks. However, the teams of Cali 2021 
that will organize the first Junior Pan American Games and San-
tiago 2023 that will host the next Pan American Games continue 
to work tirelessly. There have been several meetings and visits of 
the Commissions and authorities of Panam Sports to support the 
work of each of these teams. 

Every day brings us close to the Junior Pan American 
Games. This has been a dream for you and your team...
Yes, it’s true. The dream was born when I was the President of the 
Chilean NOC where I was firsthand how difficult it was for young 
athletes to receive support and resources. Many of our countries 
do not have the budget to support that generation. So the goal 
is that these Games will continue the development process that 
often stops at 18 years old. 

How do you view the city of Cali and the Organizing 
Committee as they prepare for these Games?
I seem them very well. I went for my first visit a couple of months 
ago. They have all the necessities to stage successful Games. It is 
a beautiful city, the people are very friendly and caring, it has very 
good infrastructure and most importantly the people at the Or-
ganizing Committee are very much in love with the project and 
I see their excitement as they work together with the Olympic 
Committee.

Santiago 2023 has been another of your dreams, in 

fact, long before you were elected President of Panam 
Sports. How will the life of Chileans change with the Pan 
American Games in Santiago?
I have always said that hosting the Pan American Games is an 
opportunity for all countries. It is not just a 17-day event. It is an 
opportunity to change a city’s path and develop sport throughout 
the country. An opportunity to welcome new generations and 
new regions, unite the entire community and be reminded of the 
importance and power of sport to develop society as a whole.

The 2014 South American Games left a great legacy in 
infrastructure for Santiago. How much investment will 
be required for the Pan Am Games? What is your goal for 
Chile as the next Host Nation of the Games?
Panam Sports does not want countries to make investments that 
are not related to their economy, but the Games must live up to 
the standards of the Pan American Games. Chile is beginning to 
bring their facilities up to world-class level that is expected, with 
some things needing improvement and others needing new fa-
cilities. Right now, some of the infrastructure does not currently 
meet the requirements set by Panam Sports.

Lastly Mr. President, the Panam Sports Awards have 
been a success, bringing together our NOCs, great 
Athletes, the media and sports fans across the globe. 
Do you think there is a possibility to hold these unique 
Awards on a yearly basis?
I think it makes perfect sense to recognize our great athletes in 
the same year of the Pan American Games, because it is so im-
portant to thank the athletes and congratulate them for all they 
have achieved. We want to make sure the Awards remain presti-
gious, but we are not close minded and will always analyze all of 
our options. 

Where do you think more work is needed?
It will take much more thorough work in all technical aspects to 
develop consistency over time. In many of our countries there are 
also some specific efforts that are not aiding us on the path to 
ensuring sustained success. 

It will soon be three years since you were elected 
President of Panam Sports. How has the support of the 
NOCs and the athletes been under your leadership?
The truth is that I feel very happy and comfortable. My job has 
been to become closer to the NOCs and athletes in order to help 
them to the fullest extent of Panam Sports’ capabilities. I was pre-
sident of the Chilean NOC for 12 years and I know the shortco-
mings and difficulties very well. Each one has a different reality, 
and I have felt very comfortable working with all of our 41 member 
nations.

How important are athletes and Athlete Commission to 
Panam Sports?
They are the most important in our world. All of us in this have the 
innate desire to be athletes, and I personally admire all of them 
very much, so I believe it’s essential to give them everything they 
need to succeed and develop in the best way throughout their 
sports career. The athlete is the center of our world and all of our 
efforts are dedicated to them.

PANAM SPORTS ATHLETE 
COMMISSION
(2019 - 2023)

NEW MEMBERS 
(2019 - 2027)

CURRENT MEMBERS  
(2015 - 2023)

Isabel Swan  (Brazil – Sailing)
Beijing 2008, Rio 2016

Melissa Humana-
Paredes 

(Canada – Beach Volleyball)
Toronto 2015

Carlos Santiago (Puerto Rico - Judo)
Winnipeg 1999, Guadalajara 2011

Aliann Pompey (Guyana – Athletics)
Habana 1999, Santo Domingo 2003, Rio 2007Adriana Escobar (El Salvador – Rowing)

Toronto 2015, Lima 2019

Paola Longoria 
(Mexico – Racquetball)

Guadalajara 2011, Toronto 2015, 
Lima 2019

Tony Azevedo
(USA – Water Polo)

Havana 1999, Santo Domingo 2003, Rio 
2007, Guadalajara 2011, Toronto 2015

Amber Joseph 
(Barbados – Track Cycling)

Lima 2019

“As a two-time Olympian, I take pride be-

ing really involved with the Athlete Com-

mission In Brazil so I decided to run for 

the Panam Sports Athlete Commission to 

give me even more experience helping 

athletes throughout the Americas.”

“I’m excited to be a part of the Panam 

Sports AC because as an active athle-

te, I think it’s important to be aware of 

issues that go on behind-the-scenes 

that affect our field of play and that 

we’re often unaware of. But as a Ca-

nadian-Chilean, I’m equally as excited 

to be able to embrace the Pan Am 

community that I feel so connected 

with and impact the direction of these 

issues and allow sports to thrive!”

“My greatest motivation in being part of this great commission is to be 

able to help, educate and direct the athletes of my continent so that 

they can have a better level in sports and outside of it. Also to be able 

to ensure that each country has its own Athlete Commission and that 

the athlete is part of the decision-making in the sports movement. I 

want to see a united and strengthened continent through sport and its 

main actors, the athletes.”

“I am thrilled to be on the Panam Sports Athlete Commission becau-

se it’s a way for us to have meaningful impact in our sport and region 

outside of actual competition. I have and continue to learn so much, it’s 

truly an enriching experience. In a few short years we’ve experienced 

the commitment of the Panam Sports Executive staff to the Commis-

sion in making sure the athletes’ voice has infiltrated pretty much all of 

their operations.”

“My experiences at the Pan Am Games were different but were also 

incredible, and since then I’ve grown so much athletically and perso-

nally. Being a part of the Athlete Commission since 2015 has opened 

a new opportunity for me to learn and I’m very proud to be able to 

help form the voice for the athletes of the Americas.”

“It is an honor for me to be part of the Athletes 

Commission representing Mexico, to be able to 

see and look for ways to always be growing the Pan 

American sport nationally and worldwide. I think 

the prettiest part of the sport is meeting people 

who have that winning, committed, disciplined, 

persevering spirit. ”

“I am so honored to be able to speak on behalf of our great 

athletes and try and make their futures as bright as possible. 

I understand the troubles coming from a smaller sport and 

hope my experience can make an impact.”

“It is an honor to have been chosen by my friends and fellow athletes 

at the Pan Am Games to help serve and lead on the Panam Sports 

Athlete Commission. I am very excited to begin this new challenge 

and help give a voice to the athletes of the Americas.”
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More exciting sports, more athletes qualified to the Olym-
pics and more of the continent’s incredible athletes in 
the record books than any other Pan American Games in 
history. These are the amazing realities of Lima 2019 that 
have set the bar for a new era of sport in the Americas. 

Lima 2019 also marks a milestone for the Panam Sports family, 
as all 41 of our countries have won medals after 18 editions of the 
Pan Am Games. Congratulations to Aruba and the British Virgin Is-
lands for breaking through to the podium for the first time in history. 
The British Virgin Islands medal was a gold, making the island join 
Barbados, Bolivia, Grenada and Paraguay as the five countries that 
won their first gold medals at Lima 2019, an incredible achievement 
that exhibits the emphasis placed on development throughout the 
continent. 

Most importantly, these Games marked a before and after in the 
history of the Host Nation, Peru. Not only did Lima 2019 inspire Peru’s 
athletes to perform at their best and win more gold medals than 
ever before, but the foundation has been set to make sure this suc-
cess lasts for decades to come. World-class sports infrastructure 
and the committed development of human capital has left a lasting 
legacy in Peru that will continue to bear fruits as it did at the Pan 
Am Games. 

These staggering performances kept fans across the globe glued to 
their seats, their televisions and their phones and the world watched 
as history was made. Looking back, the numbers speak for them-
selves. 

 

Americas’ greatest athletes shine 
at the greatest Pan American 
Games in history

THE LEGACY OF LIMA 2019 
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With countess Olympic and World Champions descending 
upon the Peruvian capital, the athletes from the United 
States came to the Lima 2019 Pan American Games ready to 
prove they are still the best of the Americas.

The biggest athlete delegation from the United States in history competed 
at Lima 2019, as more than 640 athletes helped Team USA top the medal 
standings at the Pan American Games for the 16th time in history.

Nathan Adrian, Sarah Robles, Brady Ellison, Cat Osterman, Kim Rhode, Chloe 
Dygert, Jeff Henderson, Kyle Snyder, Jordan Burroughs are just a few of the 
superstar athletes and Olympians who helped propel team USA to an outs-
tanding 120 gold, 88 silver and 85 bronze medals, good for 293 in total. The-
se totals represent Team USA’s best performance at the Pan Am Games 
since Mar del Plata 1995. 

From Brady Ellison setting a new World Record in Men’s Archery to Evita 
Griskenas winning four gold medals to become the most decorated athlete 
of the Games, Nathan Adrian’s triumphant comeback winning two gold and 
five total medals, and future WNBA #1 pick Sabrina Ionescu taking home the 
first 3x3 Basketball gold medal, the memorable moments are nearly too 
many to count.

For their undisputed and unmatched dominance, the United States Olym-
pic and Paralympic Committee was recognized as the Best NOC at the first 
Panam Sports Awards. 

BEST NATIONAL OLYMPIC 
COMMITTEE

UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA

N O C  A W A R D S
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After 30 years and nine editions of the Pan American 
Games, the national anthem of Grenada finally rang 
proudly at the Pan Am Games for the first time in 
history at Lima 2019. The small island nation won its 
first ever gold medal at the most important sporting 
event of the Americas in the Peruvian capital, as 
Anderson Peters absolutely dominated the Men’s 
Javelin competition.

Peters won the gold medal with his best throw of 87.31 meters, which 
was not only nearly four meters further than the silver medalist, but 
also set a new Pan American Record held since Guadalajara 2011. Peters 
used this momentum to go on to win another gold medal at the IAAF 
World Championship of Doha 2019 shortly after the Games.

N O C  A W A R D S

BEST NATIONAL OLYMPIC 
COMMITTEE (POP. <1,000,000)

GRENADA

But Peters was not the only athlete to share the spotlight. Decathlon 
star Lindon Victor put together a consistent performance across all 10 
events in the discipline, climbing the podium to earn a silver medal. 
Lima 2019 marked the first time Grenada had won two medals at the 
Games since Santo Domingo 2003.

As the eighth smallest country of the Panam Sports family by popu-
lation with just over 100,000 people, placing 21st on the overall Medal 
Table is an unforgettable accomplishment that will forever be written 
in the sports history of the nation. 

For their unprecedented success as one of the smallest nations by 
population at the Pan Am Games, the Grenada Olympic Committee 
was recognized as the Best NOC (Pop. <1M) at the first Panam Sports 
Awards.

To say that Peru benefitted from hosting the Pan 
American Games of Lima 2019 would be a vast 
understatement. Not only have these Games 
defined a turning point for the nation in terms of its 
sporting infrastructure and development, but the 
tremendous enthusiasm and support of the Peruvian 
people for the nation’s athletes lifted the country to 
unprecedented heights at the Pan Am Games. 

Gold Silver Bronze Total

1 1 0 2

With their nation behind them, Peru’s athletes performed at their ab-
solute best to win more gold medals than ever before in history. Led by 
stars such as #TeamPanamSports Ambassador Alexandra Grande and 
surfing legend Piccolo Clemente, Team Peru won an amazing total of 11 
golds, 7 silver, 21 bronze for 39 total medals. Peru had never won more 
than 14 medals at any single Games in history and had won a grand 
total of eight golds before Lima 2019. 

At Toronto 2015, Peru won three gold medals and 12 total medals. This 
gold medal total was nearly matched on the very first day of competi-
tion at Lima 2019, as Marathoners Gladys Tejeda and Cristhian Pacheco 
both struck gold for Peru on July 27. This dream start set the stage for 
the rest of Peru’s athletes who did not disappoint with their biggest 
delegation in history. 

Peru also dominated Surfing in the sport’s debut at the Pan Am Games, 
with an incredible three gold medals, three silver medals and 1 bronze, 
including gold medalist Daniella Rosas securing a spot at the sport’s 
Olympic debut at Tokyo 2020. 

With Peruvian President Martin Vizcarra often in attendance, Peru’s 
athletes stepped up to the challenge to honor their country protect 
their home turf at the Pan Am Games. For their unprecedented im-
provement in just four years, the Peruvian Olympic Committee was re-
cognized as the Most Improved NOC at the first Panam Sports Awards.

MOST IMPROVED NATIONAL 
OLYMPIC COMMITTE

PERU
Gold Silver Bronze Total

11 7 21 39

N O C  A W A R D S
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For his dedication and passion for the Pan 
Am Games, Carl Lewis has won the Panam 
Sports Legend at the inaugural Panam 
Sports Awards.

The story of how the Pan American Games 
have impacted and influenced the life of 
Carl Lewis begins 10 years before Carl was 
even born. The tale starts with the birth 
of the Pan American Games themselves, 
when the Pan American Flame was lit in 
Buenos Aires for the first time in 1951.

In the capital of Argentina, a rising star in 
women’s hurdles was competing in her 
first international event. The rising star was 
none other than Evelyn Lawler, the Uni-
ted States National Champion and future 
mother to one of the most decorated and 
celebrated athletes in the history of the 
Olympic Movement. 

While Evelyn placed sixth at the Pan Am 
Games and did not reach the podium, she 
unknowingly set a precedent for her futu-
re children to strive for greatness in sport. 
Ten years after her Pan Am triumph, Evelyn 
gave birth to the man who would become 
the “Athlete of the Century”, the legendary 
Carl Lewis. 

It would not take long for Carl to begin fo-
llowing in his mother’s footsteps. Although 
injuries prevented Evelyn from qualifying 
for the Olympics, she continued her own 
training while also organizing an athletics 
club to help develop youth athletes. 

This had a profound effect on Carl, who 
began to find his own passion for Athletics 
and the Long Jump at 13 years old. By the 
time he turned 17-years old, Carl was alre-
ady ranked fifth in the world in the Long 
Jump. And he was ready to prove his talent 
to millions across the Americas at the San 
Juan 1979 Pan Am Games. 

“The Pan Am Games are very special to 
me. It was the first international team I had 
ever made. My first Games, I was the youn-
gest person on the whole [U.S.] team at 17,” 
Lewis told Panam Sports while attending 
and serving as a medal presenter at the 
Lima 2019 Pan American Games, demons-
trating how these Games are still dear to 
him.

Despite his youth, Lewis proved he was 
ready to be a force on the world stage of 
Athletics. With an incredible jump of 8.13 
meters, Lewis earned his first internatio-
nal medal, placing third to win the bronze 
medal. One year later, Lewis was deprived 
of his first Olympic opportunity at Moscow 
1980 due to the U.S. boycott of the Sum-
mer Games in Russia.

Shortly after his first Pan Am Games, Carl 
began to emerge as not only a threat in 
the Long Jump competition, but a legi-
timate contender for the title of “Fastest 
Man in the World”. By 1981 while still in co-
llege, Lewis was ranked #1 in both the Long 
Jump and 100m for the first time in his ca-
reer. It certainly would not be the last. 

Over the next 11 years, Lewis became the 
epitome of excellence and consistency 
while on the track. After claiming two gold 
medals at the first World Championships 
in history, Lewis set his sights on his Olym-
pic debut at Los Angeles 1984.

His performance at these Games would 
be enough to rank among the greatest 
athletes all time. Entered into the Long 
Jump, 100m, 200m and 4x100m Relay, Carl 
set out to match the legendary perfor-
mance of Jesse Owens at the Berlin 1932 
Olympics — win four gold medals at one 
Olympic Games. Not only did Lewis achie-
ve this goal with ease, he did so in the 
exact same events that Owens had 
more than 50 years before. 

Although his Olympic legacy 
was solidified, Carl was not 
done with his domination. 
He went on to become one 
of just three people in his-
tory to win a gold medal in 
the same event at four con-
secutive Olympics, domina-
ting the Long Jump for more 
than a decade and winning a 
total of 9 Olympic medals from 
Los Angeles 1984 to Atlanta 1996.

In 1987, Carl made his triumphant return to 
the Pan American Games in Indianapolis, 
eyes set firmly on claiming the one gold 
medal he didn’t already own. His mission 
was accomplished as he took home two 

L E Y E N D A  P A N A M  S P O R T S

gold medals in his home country, winning 
both the Long Jump and the 4x100m Re-
lay. 

“I absolutely have a lot of memories from 
the Pan Am Games. I came back in 1987 
and I was actually trying to break the 
World Record at Indianapolis 1987. So it 
wasn’t just a matter of coming, I used that 
event as something that I wanted to make 
historic. But the bottom line is it has always 
been a special event to me,” says Lewis. 

His advice to the next generation? Com-
pete at as many international events that 
you can.

“A lot of times athletes say, ‘oh I’ll compe-
te there next time,’ but guess what, most 
times there isn’t a next time. Focus on ge-
tting these titles, the Pan American Games 
titles, World Championship and Olympic 
titles. These are the things you’ll cherish for 
the rest of your life,” Lewis says.

For all of his achievements in Athletics and 
the Olympic Movement, and for his pas-
sion and commitment to the Pan Ame-
rican Games, Carl Lewis will forever be 
remembered as an undeniable Panam 
Sports Legend. 

PANAM 
SPORTS 
LEGEND:
CARL 
LEWIS
From competing 
as the youngest 
member of Team 
USA at San Juan 
1979 to dominating 
the competition at 
Indianapolis 1987 
and delivering gold 
medals to athletes 
at Lima 2019, the Pan 
American Games 
will always have a 
special place in the 
heart of Carl Lewis. 
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BEST MOMENTS OF LIMA 2019

1. Guatemala  /  2. Brazil  /  3. Barbados  /  4. Chile  /  5. Xpress Media-Chile   /  6. Colombia  
/  7. Xpress Media-Chile  /  8. Cuba

BEST PHOTO OF THE GAMES

Photo: Manuel Jiménez
Dominican Republic
Hoy y Vespertino El Nacional

Athlete: Robert Pigozzi / Lima 2019 Gold Medalist
Dominican Republic
Waterski - Slalom
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COLOMBIA’S SPORTING LEGACY 
GROWS WITH  
INAUGURAL JUNIOR PAN 
AMERICAN GAMES
A city that reverberates with the memories of some of the 
greatest sporting events ever held in Colombia, Cali is now 
preparing to welcome the first ever Junior Pan American Games 
that will be held between June 5 to 20, 2021.

By Farid Barbosa

The multisport event will be held 50 years after the capital of the Valle 
del Cauca staged the sixth Pan American Games in which 2,935 athle-
tes from 32 countries participated. Jump forward 50 years, and more 
than 4,000 athletes from all 41 countries of the Panam Sports family 
will compete at the Cali 2021 Junior Pan American Games. 

With its rich sporting tradition, exuberance and expertise for hosting 
sporting events, Cali once again prepares the battlefields of sport on 
which many legends have proven their greatness as a new generation 
seeks their own universal glory. These world-class venues have the abi-
lity to rise to the challenge of hosting these continental Games. 

Four regions known for their commitment to high-performance sport 
development and 26 facilities built for world-class performances will 
welcome the rising stars of the Americas to compete in an immense 
sporting program. These venues will be found throughout cities of Ja-
mundi, Palmira, Buga and Darien.

“I am impressed with the sports infrastructure of Cali. Here you can 

organize very good Pan American Games without having to invest a 
lot of money,” said Panam Sports Secretary General Ivar Sisniega in his 
most recent visit to Cali.

The Games have the full support of the local, regional and national 
governments as well as the Colombian Olympic Committee, ensuring 
the successful execution of this continental event. The experience 
garnered from hosting the Cali 1971 Pan American Games, 2013 World 
Games and two FIFA World Cup events in the last five years will only 
help serve the young athletes of the Americas. The Cali 2021 Organi-
zing Committee was established in July 2019 with Jose Luis Echeverry 
Azcarate appointed as its Director to begin implementing the vision 
of the bid. 

The Panam Sports Executive Committee, led by President Neven Ilic, 
recently added its piece to the puzzle to help Cali stage these Games 
in 2021, facilitating a transfer of knowledge using the Organization’s 
wealth of experience from 18 editions of the Pan American Games. Cali 
is undoubtedly off to a great start as it prepares to make history in 2021. 
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The current socio-political state of Chile is no mystery to those who 
follow global news events, yet the Organizing Committee of Santiago 
2023 and the Ministry of Sport continue to work tirelessly to deliver 
one of the country’s greatest challenges — organizing their first Pan 
American Games in just four years. 

Cecilia Pérez, Minister of Sports of Chile

Panam Sports sat down with Chilean 
Sports Minister Cecilia Perez, an avid fan 
of sport who witnessed the Lima 2019 Pan 
Am Games firsthand, to understand how 
the Chilean capital is progressing towards 
hosting this great event. 

How was your experience in Lima 
and what is your opinion of how 
Peru organized the Pan American 
Games? 
The Pan American Games of Lima were 
extraordinary. I experienced the emotion 
and had the honor of seeing in person 
the venues that were built, the commit-
ment that the city displayed, the spirit of 
competition and the immense work of the 
volunteers in each of the venues. The in-
frastructure was consistent with the level 
of such a major international event. The 
exclusive lanes of the transport system 
were well received, creating the necessary 
flow to transport athletes, coaches and the 

“WE ARE FULLY COMMITTED  
TO MAKING SANTIAGO 2023 
UNFORGETTABLE”

public. In that sense, it was clear that Lima 
shared a total commitment to the Games. 
The 740,000 spectators who watched the 
Pan American and Parapan American 
Games enjoyed a great show and we, as 
Chileans, were happy and proud with the 
great performance of our athletes. Team 
Chile achieved historical results at Lima 
2019, with a record number of 50 total me-
dals along with the 34 earned by the Chi-
lean Paralympic team. In conclusion, Lima 
2019 was an incredibly valuable period of 
observation and learning where we lear-
ned the areas we can improve for the next 
edition of the Games that we will hold in 
four years.

We know the difficult socio-
political climate Chile is currently 
experiencing.  Does this affect the 
organization of Santiago 2023? 
Chile is experiencing a historically signifi-
cant social moment that as a government, 

we respect, value and believe will result in 
progress. It is a very important process, but 
that does not hinder or change the prio-
rity and commitment that we have at the 
State level. Santiago is going to organize 
some exceptional Pan American Games 
and the Chileans will receive the great 
Pan American family with open arms and 
we are thrilled to share our vision for this 
unique sports festival. When President Se-
bastián Piñera gave the go ahead for our 
country to chase this dream, he immedia-
tely began working to offer the maximum 
guarantees in terms of sports infrastruc-
ture, urban conditions, transportation sys-
tems and security, among other relevant 
aspects. All of our commitments and plans 
for the Games have not moved an inch.

Santiago has already developed 
advanced sports infrastructure 
after organizing the 2014 South 
American Games. What is the 
investment plan to further the 
infrastructure for 2023?
For Chile, the South American Games were 
a first step towards receiving great spor-
ting events. For Santiago 2014, the gover-
nment committed to the construction of 
great venues that have fueled the deve-
lopment of our athletes and that are now 
the basis on which we work for the next 
Pan American Games. For example, if the 
Pan American and Parapan American Ga-
mes in Lima cost approximately $1.135 bi-
llion, the Games in Chile will cost less than 
half, given our existing infrastructure and 
reasonable and responsible budget that 
will still allow us to hold Games to the hi-
ghest of standards. We will only build new 
venues or improve existing facilities based 
on thoughtful and careful consideration of 
the impact of such work. We also plan to 
use temporary facilities to realize several 
sporting events while still catering to the 
fans in the stands.

How important is it for the Chilean 
government to organize an event of 
this nature for the social and sports 
development of the country?
Organizing the next Pan American Games 
will fulfill a dream shared by all Chileans 
who deserve and want the Games. The Ga-
mes are historically significant in terms of 
the sports as well as the social and econo-
mic impact and the creation of a healthier 
culture that promotes physical activity and 
sport. This path is a tremendous oppor-

tunity to create new generations of athletes while uniting those 
still competing, all who dream of winning a medal at the Pan Am 
Games in Chile, our home, with their families and a whole country 
supporting them. Santiago 2023 will be a multicultural party where 
we will welcome people from all countries and cultures from the 
Americas as their sporting heroes compete in our capital. By 2022, 
the Chilean Government aims to have more than 5-million Chi-
leans living active lifestyles and practicing sport. We believe that 
sport can help build a better society in our nation, increasing the 
quality of life and the amount of happiness, respect, solidarity, in-
clusion, equality, empathy and unity for all who participate. For us, 
this is the message that sport teaches us, and we know this feeling 
will be shared by all at the Santiago 2023 Pan American Games. 

What is your message for the sport leaders and great 
athletes of the Americas who will come to Chile to 
compete at Santiago 2023?
Chile is waiting for you with open arms, from the Andes to the Pa-
cific. We are working with love, passion, commitment and respon-
sibility to receive every delegation in our capital. We want every 
visitor to discover the wonders of Santiago and the friendship and 
respect of our citizens, so that together we can enjoy unforget-

table Pan American Games. The spirit, passion, strength and dis-
cipline of each of our Olympic medalists will be felt throughout 
Chile. Our greatest sporting legends such as Manuel Plaza, Óscar 
Cristi, Marlene Ahrens, Claudio Barrientos, Ramón Tapia and Carlos 
Lucas, Alfonso de Iruarrizaga, Fernando González, Nicolás Massu 
and our footballers will welcome all to Santiago 2023. Inspired by 
our national heroes, supported completely by our city and Gover-
nment and united by our common strength and passion, Chile will 
welcome the world with shouts of ‘Ceachei’!

I N T E R V I E WI N T E R V I E W
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PANAM SPORTS FULFILLS DREAMS OF 
AT-RISK COLOMBIAN CHILDREN
The Samper neighborhood in the city of Quibdo is often recognized as one of the poorest 
and most dangerous areas in all of Colombia. Panam Sports President Neven Ilic visited the 
neighborhood to inaugurate the first multi-field complex with artificial grass (turf) that was 
financed with resources from the Olympamerica Program of Panam Sports, along with the 
support of the Colombian Olympic Committee and Inter-American Development Bank.

More than 500 people participated in the 
colorful ceremony that featured the tradi-
tional ribbon cutting, unveiling of the cere-
monial plaque and the official opening of 
the facility by the highest authority of sport 
in the Americas.

The ceremony marked a dream come 
true for thousands of young people living 
in poverty and facing the constant threat 
of entering the dangerous world of crime 
and drugs.

“What we have here, a place filled with 
people and children is simply a joy for us 
Quibdoseños. It brings us immense happi-
ness. We are grateful to Panam Sports, as 
a dream of many children has come true. 
The children here needed this sports faci-
lity and we are sure that many athletes and 
footballers will come from here to compe-
te for our nation and hopefully we will be 
represented well internationally,” said Ale-
xa Prada, Secretary of Sports and Recrea-
tion in Quibdo.

“I am very proud because this shows 
that Panam Sports is doing something 
for the community. I think we have come 
very far inside Colombia, to a less-fortu-
nate community where children need 
help in terms of infrastructure and ha-
ving a beautiful place to develop their 
skills, have fun, get out of the streets and 
play sports. So we are very happy with 
this alliance with the Colombian Olym-
pic Committee and the Inter-Ameri-
can Development Bank because we 
believe that we are fulfilling our social 
duty, which makes me and everyone at 
Panam Sports very proud,” said Panam 
Sports President, Neven Ilic.

The inauguration also represented a 
dream come true for the Colombian 
Olympic Committee. After more than 
three years trying to find resources, the 
project finally received the support of 
Panam Sports in order to fulfill their pro-
mise to the community of the Samper 
neighborhood.

“I believe everyone is very satisfied and the 
importance this has for the community 
that has closely followed the development 
of the problems that we are trying to solve 
with the creation of this facility cannot be 
understated. This is a community that nee-
ded a space for recreation, to interact with 
the community, as well as to develop the 
sport talent of the region. We cannot rule 
out the possibility that we will find great ta-
lents here, but above all else this is a space 
that will motivate children to use their free 
time in healthy ways and we hope it can be 
a space that can open up doors for more 
connections and interactions between 
these communities,” concluded Colom-
bian Olympic Committee President, Balta-
zar Medina.

The aid to Quibdó materialized thanks to 
one of the many programs Panam Sports 
has to support the National Olympic Com-
mittees, athletes and the countries that 
need it most within the continent.

LUIS MEJIA: 
“CACSO MUST WORK WITH UNITY 
AND COLLABORATION”
The newest elected President of CACSO is very happy and motivated 
to start his latest career challenge. The President of the Dominican 
Republic Olympic Committee who is also an IOC Member and 
member of the Executive Committee of ANOC spoke with Panam 
Sports about his election and his goals for the next four years.

On October 31, Luis Mejia Oviedo became the 
seventh president of the Central American and 
Caribbean Sports Organization (CACSO), after 
beating out the incumbent President of the 
Organization, Steve Stoute of Barbados, at the 
recent General Assembly held in Panama City, 
Panama. 

Luis Mejia Oviedo is the second Dominican to 
occupy the role after Jose Joaquin Puello pre-
sided over the organization for several years. 
Mejia returned to his home in the Dominican 
Republic after his victory in Panama, with the 
IOC Member and new CACSO President taking 
the time to speak to Panam Sports about his 
new charge.

“CACSO is a challenge that we will tackle with 
all of our strength. It is a giant and is the oldest 
Sports Organization in the world that needs 
each one of its leaders. We want to bring the 
leaders together, inspire unity among them 
and concentrate our efforts on the develop-
ment of specific projects,” said Luis Mejia, new 
CACSO President. 

Luis Mejia has been a great supporter and pro-
moter of Panam Sports’ initiatives since Neven 
Ilic assumed the Presidency in 2017. The Domi-
nican Republic has held more of our Training 
Camps than any other nation in the Americas 
over the past two years, not only demonstra-
ting their commitment to sports develop-
ment, but also reflecting the great leadership 
of Mejia who has dedicated his life to his pas-
sion for sport. 

His goals in this new challenge are very clear-
ly defined. The idea is to continue and further 
develop the organization while undoubtedly 
working side-by-side with Panam Sports.

“We have to work hand-in-hand with Panam 
Sports. We cannot go on different paths, we 
have to work together for the development of 
sport. We have to be more connected so that 
our Games are qualifiers to the Pan American 
Games and that the Pan American Games are 
qualifiers to the Olympic Games. Our dream is 
unity and integration. Our purpose is to work. 
All of this to achieve a greater level of sport in 
the Americas,” concluded Mejia.
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More than 1,000 delegates from the International 
Olympic Committee, the 206 National Olympic 
Committees and the International Federations met on 
October 17 - 18 in Doha Qatar, to participate in the XXIV 
ANOC General Assembly and the ANOC Awards held 
just after the first World Beach Games. Panam Sports 
and its 41 members of course were present at this 
important annual meeting.

THE XXIV ANOC GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY QATAR 2019 
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